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Pentecost 2, 2008
Text:  2 Peter 1:19-2:3
Look to the Light,

1. God’s Word lifts the heart.

2. It comes from the Holy Spirit.

3. It speaks of the redeeming Lord.

Not to the night.

1. False prophets deny the Lord.

2. They gather many followers.

3. They exploit people with their made-up stories.

Preached:  May 25, 2008 at St. Mark’s, Citrus Heights, CA

In our jobs today, we tend to spend most of our days staring into computer screens. Have you ever thought about what it really is that you are staring at all day? There really isn’t much to a computer monitor. The screen on which the image is projected is really very thin. And the only thing that is behind it is the light source, which backlights the image so that you can see it. In LCD monitors the light source is made up of small mercury light bulbs. There really isn’t much to the image that’s on the screen. That image is changing constantly. It’s really a light that you’re staring at the whole day. 
Peter in today’s Second Lesson tells us that God’s Word is a light that we are to look at constantly as our source of sight and knowledge and confidence and direction in life. But he also reminds us that there are two different kinds of messages that that light can illuminate for us. Either it can light up a true, good, heart raising image. Or it can be changed into a counterfeit, perverted spiritual message that will propel us into the pit of hell itself. God’s Word really is an amazing thing and is worthy of all our trust and devotion and attention. But it can also be twisted and perverted by people. Not every spiritual message we hear is good and authentic and reliable. Peter warns us today to make sure that the spiritual truths we build our lives on are authentic, bed-rock words of God. 
He starts with the authentic Word. “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain.” The words that the prophets had spoken back in Old Testament times were the people’s greatest treasure in the past. But in Peter’s day they had proven to be an even greater treasure, because the promises of the past about a coming Savior all came true right before Peter’s very eyes. The prophecy that He would be born of a virgin had come true when the virgin Mary conceived her son, Jesus. The prophecy that He would be beaten and have nails driven through His hands and feet had been fulfilled on the cross. The prophecy that He would come back from the dead was fulfilled when Jesus came out of the tomb. “We have the word of the prophets made more certain,” Peter says. That’s why “you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” 
“Above all,” Peter goes on, “you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man.” What makes God’s Word so powerful is that it is not the word of man. It is not something that was dreamed up by man. It is the very thoughts of God. It records the very deeds of God—deeds that sometimes man did not even witness—deeds that man cannot comprehend. But these thoughts and words and deeds a gracious God caused to be written down so that man could be saved by them. These words [point to the pulpit Bible] contain a power that defies description. That people have been reading these words (some of them) for 3,400 years defies explanation. Can you even name another author who lived at the time of Peter or at the time of David or at the time of Moses? [Leave a moment of silence.] The writings of other authors have all died out. But these words [point to the Bible] have an enduring quality. No matter how many times you read them you will always discover news things that never occurred to you on your previous times through them. This book is just jam-packed with the deepest thoughts that man has ever come into contact with. They’re God’s thoughts. And so they have a drawing power, a compelling power that no other book can come near to. “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 
This book does not record the will of man. It doesn’t express what man wants. It records the will of God. Even if you look closely at the little words in that sentence you can learn something:  “Prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God.” In Greek that phrase “the will of man” could be translated “the will of a man.” Do you know how many of the worlds “holy books” are the product of one writer? The Koran was written by just one man—Mohammed. The Book of Mormon was written by just one man—Joseph Smith. The religious belief systems that these books represent come down to the credibility of just one man. The Bible is really a collection of books written by no less than 30 authors over a period of  1,500 years. The early writers made the most unlikely predictions, and the later authors record their eye witness accounts of how the incredible predictions actually came to be fulfilled. If you read the entire Bible, there really is no other explanation for how these diverse writings could dovetail together so perfectly except that there was one grand planner who was speaking through them all—the Holy Spirit. 
This is the authentic Word. [Pick up the Bible again.] This is the Light that “you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place.” This is the Light that is the key to breaking out of the misery of life as we find it on earth. This is the Light that shines not a path for us to follow to happiness, but a light that shines on a perfect Substitute who has rescued us from the darkness of sin and death and hell.

But although the Word is such a wonderful light source for us, it can and does often get twisted into the most awful confusion that was ever set before a person’s eyes. The second half of Peter’s words to us today sound a note of warning. “But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you.” Notice Peter’s frankness. He doesn’t say, “There might be false teachers among you,” or “There’s always the possibility that there will be false teachers among you.” He says, “There will be false teachers among you.” Every generation of Christians will be tested with false teachers. We cannot say, “Well, this congregation or this church body will always stay faithful to God’s Word.” Each of us must know the Word so well that we are regularly testing each other and our pastors to make sure that the Word that is preached is the pure Word that the Spirit inspired.

And the main teaching that we must always test is “What does the teacher say about Christ?” Was He just a great person, a good example for us to follow? “No,” Peter says. “They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them.” Jesus redeemed us by His blood. If a preacher begins to toy around with the explanation of Jesus’ accomplishments and makes Him out to be something less than the eternal God who took on human flesh in order to be the perfect sacrifice for the sins of the world, then Peter says, “they bring swift destruction on themselves.” 

The freshness of a preacher’s preaching or the number of people he attracts by his preaching are not signs that His message is from the Spirit. As a matter of fact the apostles often pointed out that preachers with large followings are a sign of false prophecy rather than a sign that a preacher is faithfully preaching the Word. “Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute.” False teachers entice many into their following, but rather than doing good to their followers, they exploit them. “In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up.” Dear children of God, watch out for false prophets. They are alive and well today. Not every message that sounds spiritual is one to build your spiritual house on. Look at the signs that Peter lays before us today and take warning. Not everything that is proclaimed as the Word of God is the real thing.
You know, as you stare at the light in your computer screen there are many images that pass before your eyes. Some of them are good—they teach you things you never knew before or they help you to be productive in your work. But there are also many other images on the computer that are extremely evil—pornography, people trying to steal your identity in order to buy things on your credit card, pedophiles trying to hook up with children so they can abuse them. Sometimes the images that come across our computer screens shift so gradually from good to bad that we don’t even realize that we’re on a bad site until it’s too late and we’re hooked. 
When it comes to God’s Word, make sure that you’re focused on the pure Word. Don’t get led down one of the counterfeit paths that so many have caused to branch off of the true Word. We begin a new quarter of our Bible class courses next week. There is no better way to study the Word than with a group of Christians. The group can help to keep us focused. If we say we’re going to read our Bibles on our own, we can get out of the habit and there’s no one to remind or encourage us. A group of dedicated Bible students can help to keep each other’s “nose in the book.” The questions and answers that our brothers and sisters give in class can be an excellent incentive to get us to dig and to think and to speak. “We have the word of the prophets made more certain,” Peter says to us today, “and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place.” Are you tired of stumbling around in the dark? Then focus on the Light, not on the night.  Amen.
